200       THE INSULATION OF ELECTRIC MACHINES
ever, poor mechanically. The armature bars were wrapped with
asbestos string and then coated with the silicate. This made, when
dry, an extremely firm covering, which could only be removed with
a hammer. Though at first a bank of 100 lamps could be lit up
through the insulation, after a little running, it dried out to quite
a high figure, and the machine did good service, at one time running
several hours, as I am informed on good authority, under such an
overload that the carbon brushes were red-hot."